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Typical Retardant Drop

10 Tanker Facts

50’
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Feedback From 
Agency Personnel

“The DC 10 packed the 
biggest punch and 

covered the most line in 
the shortest time. The 
people I talked to feel 

the DC 10 was an 
indispensable part of 
fighting these fires.” 

“Smaller aircraft were 
having trouble laying 
an effective retardant 

strip… The DC 10 
arrived and the differ-
ence in the strip it was 
able to lay was very 

impressive.” 

“Chiefs, today 10 
Tanker flew nine mis-
sions dropping 99,087 
gallons in 4.5 hours of 

flight time. That equates 
to about 83 S2T’s or 43 

P3 missions… all the 
drops looked to be very 

effective.”  

Common 
Misconceptions 
“It’s Too Expensive”

The DC 10, due to its capacity, jet speed, rapid turn 
time, and constant flow technology, can provide 
the lowest cost per gallon of effectively delivered 

suppressant. 

“Lacks Maneuverability”
Due to its high lift wing, fan jet power, and low 
mission operating weight, the DC 10 can safely 

turn, descend, and climb at rates well in excess of 
mission requirements. 

“Unsuited for Mountainous Terrain”
Hundreds of 10 Tanker’s fire missions have been 
safely and effectively performed in extremely 

mountainous terrain.

On Call 24/7

Visit us at
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